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His Court doth defire Dr. 
Sherlock, to Print his Ser= 
mon Preach'd Yeſterday morn- A 
Ing at the Gu/d- Hall-Chappel, be- | 
fore the Lord Mayor and Al- | 
dermen ofthis City. 
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LORD MAYOR 


RIGHT HONOURABL 


$i: John Chapman,. 


OF THE | 


CITY of LONDON. 


My Loxo,. 
' N obedience to the Order I recerved 


from your Lordſhip and the Court 
of Aldermen, 'I Preſent you with 


thu plain Sermon, the whole Defign of 


which 1s, not t0 debate any thing, nor to 
determine on which fade the Truth lies, in 
thoſe warm Diſputes which have been a= 
mong us, but to convince all thoſe, . who 
Love and Pray for the Peace of 
Jeruſalem Y how many phi ee on 

B | there 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| there are, which ſhould be laid afide with= 
out Dypming, and how a little condeſcen= 
tion to each other , may either happily 
Unite us wto-oue (Onan, o at leatt 


Teach us to Live together in Lave and 


Charity , notwithſtanding ſome different 
Apprehenſions of Things ; and I hope fo 
Charitable a Defign as this, will raiſe no 
new Diſputes and Quarrels among us. 
That GOD would preſerve his Church, 
reſtore Peace and Unity among Chriſti= 
frians, bleſs this Great and Populons Cty, 


and direft your Lordſhip in the Govern= 
ment of it, in theſe difficult Times, is the 


hearty Prayer of, 
| My Lox 0, 
Your Lordfhip's _ 
Moſt obedient Servant, 


WILL. SHER LOCK. 


FS : LAS: Ik | 
|. SERMON 
Preach'd before the 


; Lord Mayor. 


122 PSALMG6,7]. _ 
Pray for the peace of Feruſalem, they 
ſhall proſper that love Thee, Peace be 
within thy Walls, and Profpertty 
within thy Palaces. 4 


Hough the particular time and occa- 
fion of Penning this Pſalm is uncer- 
tain, yet ſo much is plain , that it 
was after David had ſetled the Ark at Feru- 

falem, and made chat City the place of God's 

Houſe, and of Religious. Worſhip, and the 

B 2 Seat 
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Seat of Juſtice and Judgment. There was 
the Houſe of God, werſ. g. that is, though 
the Temple was not yet built, if this P/alze 
was compoſed by David, as the Title of 
it ſignifies: it 'was, yet there was the Ta- 
bernacle and the Ark of God, which for- 
merly was in Shilo, and afterwards removed, 
from one place to another, till David fetled 
it in Jeruſalem : thither all the Trihes of 1/- 
rael were to reſort three times a year to wor- 
ſhip God before the Ark of the Teſtimony, 
ver. There was the Imperial Seat, where 
David had built his Throne and Palace, and 
where his Pofterity were to *dwell and go- 
vern- Iſrael; and therefore it was the Seat of 
Juſtice too, as that muſt be, where the Kings 
Throne and the Houſe of God was placed. 
There are ſet thrones of judgment, the thrones 
of the houſe of David, 5 ver. Theſe were 
the peculiar Priviledges of Feruſalem, above 
any other City in Fury. This was the rea 
fon of that peculiar affeGtion and paſſionate 
concern, which David had himſelf, and- ex- 
horts all others to. expreſs for Jeruſalem, 
that he greatly rezoyced to go thither, and 


to continue there. I was glad when they 
faid 


UT | 


" Lord TKayor: 


feid unto me, Let us g0-'into the houſe of th 


Lord, our feet \ſball ſtand" within thy pates,:O' 
Fernſalem. That he; exhorts all people ro 
pray for the peace and proſperity of —_ 
lem; and: promilſes' a Bleſling to thoſe wwho- 
loveit; as:it is inmy Text,'Pray forithe \peace 

of. Feruſalem, they ſhall proſper that lowe thee ; 
peace be within thy walls, and proſperity within 
thy palaces.: All this was not for'the ſake of 
the : material Boildirigs,/ the” bezuty: of the | 
plate, or: the convenience of its fcituation; 
bat becauſe _ it was the Center 'of Unity 3 
Which is builded as a City that 5s' compati to« 
getber,: whither the Tribes. go up, the Tribes of 


the: Lord, unto-the Teſtimony of Iſrael, to give 
thanks unto the. name. of the Lord, 3& 4 ver. 


Which ſhews in what reſpect he conimends 
Feruſalem, that it 3s buiht as a City, which is 
compa&} together ; not with regard to the U- 


@nifdrmity and regular: Order and Union of 


its material Buildings, but that it was the 
Center of: a Religions Unity and Order in 
Worſhip,. where all the Tribes of Iſrael met 
and united in the ſame Ads of Worſhip and 
Praiſe to God. There was the Houle - of 


God, there were the ſet Thrones of Judg-. 


mone... 
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ment.. Sa that to Love Feruſalem, to Pray. 


for the Peace and; Proſperity of it, is to love 
the Houſe, the Worſhip, the Name of God ; 
to love and pray for the Unity, Happineſs, 
and Proſperity of the Church, for the flour- 
whiog State of. Religion, and the: peaceful 
Opportunities of Worſhipping God in ' his 
Holy Temple, together with the equal: and 
partial Adminiſtration of Juſtice, which is 
ſo much for the Publick good, 'ta-promote 
the Temporal and Eternal Happmeſs of Men, 
that our Love to Mankind, but eſpecially 
our. Love to the Brethreo;-:28 well as our 
Zeal for God's Glory and Worſhip, requires 
this of us,. For my Brethren. and Companions 
ſake, I will now ſay, Peace be within thee : 
Becaufe of the Houſe of the LOR D our GOD, 
I will ſeek thy good, vv. 8, 9. © EX. 3 
Thus I have given you a very plain and 
eaſie Expoſition. of. this whole Pſalm, and 
therein have: futhciently Explained my Fexr; 
I have but one thing more to add, ro make 
way for my intended Diſcourſe, and that is, 
to ſhew you, that this Exhortation does di- 
rectly, and not meerly by Accommodation 
and Analogie concern Us, as well as it did 


the Tews. For 
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TFor "Feruſulot vas but a Type 'of | the 
Chriſtian Church, #4-the carnal Ifyarl, orithe 
carnal Seed and Poſtetity of Abraham were 
of true and fincere Chriſtians, who are the 
Children of Abraham, by Faith' in Chriſt 5. 
And therefore St. Pax[-expreſly diſtinguiſhes 
between the carthly Fernſalem, and the Fe- 
_ which deſcends from above, 4 Gal. 
, 26. For this Agar is Mount Sindi in A- 

+ Js, and anfwereth to Fernſalem, which now 
#. and js in bondage with ber Children; but 
Jeon which is above, ( or from above, 
t is, the Chriſtian Church) 5s free, which 


E "rhe Mother of - 25 all Which in 412 Heh. 


22. lie calls ' Moxnt Sion the City of the tivirig 
G OD, the heavenly Feruſalem. And 7 Rev, 
13. it is called, The' eity'of GOP, '#he new 

IH falem, which cometh Aowyn ont: of heaven 


from GOD. And 21 Rev. 2. The new Fe 


rufalem coming down ont of heaven from G O'D, 
repared' as a bride adorne# for- her hushan : 


Which is a Deſcription of the' moſt reform= 
ed and' parifted ate of the Chriftian Charch 
on Earth. So that this Exhortation, Vo Pray 


for the Prare of Fernſalem, does moſt proper- 


ly belong to Chriſtians becauſe the Chriſtian. 
Church 
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Church is he true — the. new, Hh = | 


holy Jeruſelem, deſcending out of 'Heayen © 
from GOD, wv. 10. © ES | 
By this time, I ſuppoſe, you underſtand - ot 
the meaning of my Text, and how mach we "_ 
are concerned in it; and there are two parts | 
obſervable in the words : 1. The Duty to 
Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem ; -or of the - 4 
Chriſtian Church, Peace be withia thy Walls, oY 
and Proſperity within thy Palaces. 2. The | 
Encouragement to this, They ſhall proſper that | 
bowe thee. WW 
It is the firſt of theſe I ſhall at preſent '4. 
ſpeak to, The Duty to Pray for the Peace |} 
ff Jeruſalem ; whercin I ſhall conſider two [ 
things. 
of , What 'we muſt Pray for 
..2. How neceſiary Prayer is, to obtain the 
Bleſſing. 
I. What we muſt for : Peace and Pro- _ 
ſperity, Peace be within thy W. als, and Pro- 
erity within thy Palaces. 1 | 
Now the Peace of the Church G onifies 
ewo things. 
1. The Unity and yy of Chirt- | 
{tians among themſelves. 
| 2. The 


2s The renin of the Church > 
external Oppreſlions and Perſecutions. 

r. The Unity and Agreement of Chri- 
ſtians among themſelves : When they profes 
the. ſame Faith, and joyn in the ſame Wor- 
ſhip ; when they love like Brethren, and 
have a tender affeftion and ſympathy for 
each other, as Members of the {ame Bodye: 
This all Chriſtians confeſs to be a great and 
neceſſary Duty, and pretend to lament thoſe 
many ſcandalous Diſlenſions and Diviſions 


of the Chriſtian Church. 


This I am ſure, that though Diviſions and 


Diſſentions are deſtrudtive to all ' Societies, 


yet there is no Society ſuffers ſo much by it 
as the Chriſtian Church : this deſtroys Love 
and Charity, which is the true Spirit of the 
Goſpel, and the Badge and Cognizance of 
our "Profeſl on ; By this ſhall all men know, 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye lowe one another. 


This turns the Chriſtian Church into a School 


of wrangling Diſputes, and makes men more 
concerned what they believe, than how they 
live ; this'gives great offence to the World, 
repreſenting the Chriſtian Faith as very doubt- 
ful and uncertain, and Chriſtianity it ſelf as 
C a 
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a great Diſturber of the Peace of Mankind ; 
this overthrows all Government and Diſci- 
pline in the Church, and makes its Cenſures 
deſpiſed and ſcorned, when the moſt pro- 
fligate , Sinners can ſhelter themſelves in a 
Schiſm, and palliate or expiate their other 
Crimes by a taftious Zeal ; and therefore, if 
ever we deſire to fee Chriſtianity flouriſh, we 
muſt Pray heartily for Peace and Unicy a- 
mong Chriſtians. 

But that we may the better underſtand 
what we are to Pray for, let us briefly in- 


quire wherein the Unity of the Church con- + 


fiſts ; and that ts, in the Uriity of Farth;, the 
Unity of Communion, and' the Uniry of 
Love and Charity. 

1, Unity of Faith : Whereby I do not 
underſtand, that all Chriſtians muſt agree in 
all the Opinions and Speculations of Religi- 
on; it would be well if it could be ſo, but 
this can never be, while men have ſuch dift- 
ferent Underſtandings and Abilities, ſuch dit- 
ferent Skill and Oppor tuniries of inquiry 3 but 
the Unity of Faith is ſecured by an Ag ree- 
ment in all the Fundamental Article: of Re- 
ion, though a little vazied in ſome nicer 

Specu- 


'the Lord Mayor. | 


Speculations, which are like the different 
features in mens faces, which diſtinguiſh 
them from one another, but .do not alter 
the Humane ſhape : and this 1s the diffe- 
rence between the Diſputes which divide 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, and the _—_— of 
Proteſtants among themſelves: The firſt ſub- 
vert the Foundations of Chriſtian Faith and 
Worſhip, and therefore theſe Differences 


can never be Accommodated and Reconci- 


led; they will not part with their Errours, 
and we muſt not embrace them, if we love 
our Souls, for as dear a thing as Peace is, we 
muſt not part with Truth for Peace. But 
now the Diſputes among all chat are allow- 
ed to be Proteftants, whatever miſtakes 
there may be on any fide, do not over- 
throw any neceſſary Article of the Chriſti- 
an Faith ; and therefore the Unity of the 
Faith may be ſecured amidſt all theſe Di- 
ſputes. Some of theſe Difpates ate only in- 
convenient Modes of ſpeaking,and. the diffe- 
rence 1s only in Words, when both. Parties 
really mean the ſame thing ; which, I be- 
Hieve, if all Heat and Paſſion were laid a- 


| fide, would in a great meaſure appear to be 


C 2 the 
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the true State of that Proteſtant -Contro- 
verfie, about Juſtification by Faith alone. 
Others are meer Philoſophical Diſputes, in 
which the Chriſtian Faith 1s not peculiarly 
concerned, for they have been, and are di- 
ſputed in all Religions ; ſuch as the Contro- 
verſie about God's Eternal Decrees, and the 
Power and Efficacy of Nature and Grace ; 
which is only a reviving of that old Philoſo- 
phical Diſpute about Neceſſity and Fate, 
and God's concourſe with ſecond Caules to 
produce their Effects. And thus it is -1n 
ſome other Caſes ; now methinks ſuch Di- 
ſputes as theſe, which do not properly be- 
long to the Chriſtian Faith, ſhould not di- 
vide the Chriſtian Church :, let men diſpute 
abour them as Philoſophers, but as Chriſti- 
ans, let it ſuffice them to believe what Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles have plainly taught us ; 
that 15 enough to carry us to Heaven ; and 
methinks it ſhould be enough to make ns 
agree in the Way thither. 

As to Explain this more. particularly, but 
very briefly : There is no good Proteſtant 
but will confeſs, That we are Juſtified on- 
ly by the Merits of CHRIST's Death and 


Sacri- 


UM 


the Lord Mayor. 


IT 


Sacrifice, as the only Expiation and Atone- 
ment for our ſins: that no works of Righte- 
ouſneſs which we can do, can make fatisfa- 
Gion to God for our ſins, nor merit Eternal 
Life, which is the gift of God : that Chriſt 


is our only Saviour, and that he is the Saviour. 


only of his Body or Church : that we are 
incorporated into the Body of Chriſt, and 
put into a ſtate. of Juſtification by Faith and 


the Chriſtian Sacraments : that no impeni- 


tent unreformed ſinner, though he do profeſs 
to believe in Chriſt, and be baptized, ſhall 
be. ſaved by Him; and therefore though 
Repentance and a holy life do not merit the 
pardon of fin, nor eternal Rewards, yet they 
are neceſſarily required in all thoſe, who 


ſhall be forgiven and ſaved by Chriſt. This. 


I ay, all good Proteſtants agree in, and all 
this is plainly taught in Scripture ; and who- 
ever believes this, and practiſes accordingly, 
ſhall certainly be ſaved : and what need is 
there then of reducing all this into. artificial 
Schemes, wherein Mens Fancies and Conceits 
differ > What neceſſity is there of diſputing 
what the Office of Faith, or what the Effica- 
cy. of Works is in our Juſtification; when 

we 
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we all agree, that we are faved only by the 
Mercy of God, and the Merits of Chriſt 
through Faith in his Bloud, and the Exerciſe 
| of Repentance and a holy Life: to under- 
ſtand the reaſon and order of things, con- 
duces much to the beauty and perfefion of 
Chriſtian Knowledge ; bur Men may be fa- 
ved, and the Peace of -the Church becrer ſe- 
cured, without ſuch particular Determina- 

tions. | 
Thus all good Proteſtants agree, that all 
God's Works are known to him from the 
foundation of the World ; thar Chriſt is tbe 
Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world : 
that God knows who are his, and always di@ 
ſo: that we are predeſtinated to the adoption 
of children by Jef Chris to himſelf, accor- 
ding to the good pleaſure of hs will, to the 
praiſe of the glory of his grace, wherein be hath 
made us accepted in the belowed: that we are 
predeſtinated according to the purpoſe of him, 
who worketh all things according to the counſel 
_ of his own will, x Ephel. 5,6, 11. that when 
God comes to judge the World, he will ap- 
pear infinitely juſt, and good, and merciful : 
chat bad men ſhall have no reaſon to com- 
| | plain 


the Lord: Mayor. 


plain of God, and that good men ſhall have 
nothing to arrogate to themſelves. This ſe- 
cures the glory of God, of his wiſdom, good- 
neſs, juſtice, power, and ſoveraignity, and 
what need is there to inquire any farther 
into the divine Decrees, than che Scripture 
has revealed ; in the particular explication 
of which, when men follow their own fan- 
cies, they vaſtly differ from each other, to 
the great diſturbance of the peace of the 
Church. We are aſſured by plain teſtimo- 
nies of Seripture, thac God delires not the 
death of a ſinner, bat rather that he ſhould 
return and live: that our deftruftion is of 
our ſelves : that all the good we do, is whol- 
ly owing to the grace of God, who worketh 
in us both to will and to do of his own good 
Pleaſure : that all the evil we do, is owing to 
our ſelves; that every man 1s tempted, when 
he 3s drawn away of his own luſt and mticed, 
then when Inft hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth ſin; and ſin, when it 5s finiſhed, bringeth 
forth death. This we all agree m, and rhis 
attributes the glory of all the good we do to. 
God, and the ſhame of all the evil we do to 
our {elves; this encourages us to. do good 
in 
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in a confident aſſurance of the Divine Grace, 
and teaches bad men, that they muſt not 


think to excaſe their wickedneſs by charging 


ir on God : and this is all that is neceſſary 
for us to know, becaule it is all that is need- 
ful to the purpoſes of Religion, and a holy 
life. 
But when men frame this into Philoſophi; 
cal Hypotheſes, they then divide-as far from 
each other, as Faft and Weſt ; and all the 
attempts of reconciling. them is vain and 
fruitleſs, for there: is no Medium to unite 
in. The only way to Peace, is to filence all 
theſe Diſputes, as matters which Mankind 
will never agree about, and wherein Religj- 
on is no more concerned, than the govern- 
ment of Kingdoms or States, and on which 
the ſalvation of our Souls no more depends, 
than the condud of our ſecular affairs, or the 
preſervation of this mortal life : for the dif- 
pute about Decrees, Predeſtination , God's 
power over our Wills, how God and Crea- 
tures produce the ſame effe&, what belongs 
to God, and what belongs to the Creature -in 
every action, ( ſince in him we live and move) 
concerns every thing elſe as well as Religion ; 
an 
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and yet in all other eaſes, men let Philoſo-- 
phers diſpute theſe points, and quietly go a-- 
bout their buſineſs , and do what is fit to' 
be done, as if there were no Controverſie 
abour theſe matters; and I cannot imagine 
why.they ſhould not do ſo in Religion too : 
Believe what is plainly caught, and do what 
.s commanded , (uſe the greateſt wiſdom , 
,and..our utmoſt diligence in doing good, 
and' depend upon the ſuccours of the Di- 
vine Grace, and leave theſe Diſputes to be 
decided at the Day of Judgment, and that 
will decide them all. By this means I am 
fure-moſt of the Diſputes among Proteſtants, 
which have given the greateſt Diſturbance 
to the. Church, would be for ever ſilenced, 
and Chriſtian Religion would not be clog- 
ged, nor reproached with ſuch Philoſophical 
Controverſies - | 
aly, The Unity of Communion : and 
that conſiſts in our worſhipping God toge- 
ther : when we reſort to the ſame Church to 
offer up our united Prayers and Thankſpi- 

vings to God, and to partake of that hol 
Supper, which is the Sacrament and Symbol 
of our Union to Chriſt, and to each other : 
| D and 
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and. this; ipdeed is true Churah-Unity, and it 
is greatly. to. be lamented, that men who 
profeſs. the: ſame Faith, and agree in. all: the 
Eſſentials: of Worſhip, ſhanldi divide Com-+ 
munion, and: refuſe to Pray together, and'to 
Feaſt at the ſame holy Table of our Lord. 
We cannot indeed Communicate with the 
Church of Rowe, becauſe they, have cor- 
rupted the. very. Eſſentials of Chriſtian: Wors-. 
ſhip. Moſt: men. do-not underſtand their 


Prayers, and therefore cannot joyn in-Prayer 


with them: they worſhip: Images. and. Pi- 
Qures, which: is expreſly forbidden by the 
ſecond Commandment. Inftead!of: praying 
to. Cod in the Name of our- only. Mediator 
and Advocate [eſus Chriſt, they have-joyned 
other Interceſſots. with: Im: 3. pray to. Saints 
and Angels, and. the Virgin Mary, to pray 
for them, and help them. They worthip 
the Hoſt, which. we believe to be nothin 
but, Bread and Wine as to the ſubſtance, and 
therefore no Obje& of Worſhip, and: turn 
the, Sacramental Feaſt . of Chriſt's Body and 
Blaud into. a propitiatory Sacrifice for the 
Living. and, the Dead: Such a Worſhip as 
this we dare not jayn. in, becaule it is _ 
" an 
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and Idolatrous. But-the: cafe 15/quite diffe- 
rent among Proteſtants ; they ;pray:to tht 
ſame God , .in'the only Name -of the ſame 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt , put .up-the ſame Pet 
tions , :offer the ſame Thankſpivings and 
Praiſes, obſerve the ſame Divine )Inſtzeuct- 
ons, without any eſſential change dnd-altera- 
tion, and yet cannot worſhip God toge- 
ther ; as if it were an impious thing to put 
up the ſame Prayers, and to offer:the ſame 
Praiſes to God in a pious, and grave, and 
well-compoſed Form of Words, which 0+ 
thers do; it may be.not ſo well and decent- 
ly, in their copecived Prayers; as df the De- 
votion 'of the Communicant in receiving fo 
ineftimable a Blefling as the Sacramental 
Body and Bloud of Chriſt upon his knees, 
were a prophanation of that -Hply Feaſt ; 
as if a white Linnen-Garment, which n& 
ver underwent any Religious Conjuratians, 
and is uſed only as'ja devent Habit, withoite 
any opinjon .of its Vertae or SanGity, were 
a juſt reaſon, to drive men out of the 
Church, from the (Chriſtian Communion of 
Pcayers' and' Sacramerits.: . Theſe would be 
ſurprizing ſtories to! any.: Chriſtians in the 
D- 2 World, 
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World, who had never heard before of ſuch 
Difputes among us. 

Pray give me leave to ſpeak my mind 
freely upon this occaſion. Upon the beſt 
and moſt impartial Inquiries and Obſerva- 
tions I can make, I do in my Conſcience 
believe the Church of England to be the 
moſt Apoſtolical and beſt Reformed Church 
in the World: I fee no reaſon from the na- 
ture of things to make any material Altera- 
tions in her Doctrine, or Worſhip; and 
therefore, | confeſs, it has given me very juſt 
Reſentments to hear our Church charged 
with ſuck unjuſt Imputations of Popery , 
Superſtition , IdoJatry, Will-worſhip , and 
what not , and to fee a blind and furious 
Zeal ready to raze up the very Foundations 
of it. It has often grieved me to lee fuch a 
Church as this rent and torn by Schiſms; 
which a man of ordinary prudence might 
eafily forefee, would give great advantage 
to' the' common Enemy of the Proteſtant 
Faith. This and the care of mens Souls, 
and of their temporal Fortunes too, moved 
feveral Divines of this Church, when the 
Government thought: fit to''re-enforce- the 

| Laws 
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Laws of Uniformity, to examine and an- 
ſwer all the Arguments of our Diſſenting 
Brethren, which they performed with that 
good Temper, with that per{wafiveneſs and 
ſtrength of Argument, as will be a Vindi- 
cation of our Church to future Ages; and 
T wiſh it may upon ſecond thoughts, have 
yet a better effect upon thoſe, who were 
not then perſwaded : and this, I ſuppoſe; 
will not be called Perſecution, much leſs 
| can the many kind Offices they did in keep- 
ing off Ecclefiaſtical Cenſures be called a 
Perſecution. | 

. And yet after all, when it is ſo appa- 
rent, that Prejudices are grown as obſti- 
nate as they are unreaſonable, when not 
the reaſon of the thing, but the. weakneſs 
of ſome, and the ill deſigns of others, re- 
quire ſome compliance and condeſcenſion, 
we have reaſon to-hope, that the CHURCH 
of ENGLAND, which at the begin- 
ning of the Reformation took ſuch. prudent 
Care not to offend the Papiſt by going: far- 
ther fre: them, than was neceſſary , will, 
whenever it is likely to do good, conde- 
end. a. great: deal farther, than it is necef(- 
| ſary. 
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fry to Reform, to meer the [Difſenter ; 
for while rhe external Decencie, Gravity, 
and Solemnity of Worſhip s ſecured, no 
wiſe and good Man will think much 16 
change a changeable Ceremony, when it 
will heal the Breaches and:Diviſtons of the 
Church : and let us all heartily Pray 'to 
GOD, that there may be this good and 


peaceable Diſpoſition of Mind in all Con- 


formiſts and Non-conformiſts, towards a 
happy Re-union ; and all confidering Men 
will think it time to lay afide ſuch little 


Diſputes, when it is not meerly the Church 


of England, nor any particular Se& of Pro- 
teſtants, whole Ruin is aimed .at, but the 

whole Proteflant F A I T H. | 
3ly, Another kind of Unity is, Love and 
Charity, and a mutual Forbearance. This, 
I confeſs, is a very difticult thing, when the 
Diſpute runs ſo high as «to divide Chriſtian 
Communion ; for it ſeems in effe& to de- 
clare Men to be Heathens and Pablicans, 
when we refuſe to Worſhip G O D with 
them : and few Men can bear this, when ſo 
dear an Intereſt is concerned, as the Salva- 
tion of their Souls, And the truth: is, that 
For- 
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Forbearance St. Pun ſo often mentions, was: 
to preſerve Men of different attainments, 
and different apprehenſions, in the Unity 


of the Church, not to countenance: their 


Schiſms and Separations. 
But yet, ſince we are fallen into ſuch un- 


happy Circumſtances , that a great many: 


Men, whom: we have reaſon to hope, are 


in- orfier reſped&s very good: Chriſtians, -and. 
ſych as our common Saviour will receive 


with all their Infirmities, are involved: ina 
Sehiſm, let us ſtill rrear them as Chriſtian 
Brethren; pay all that Kindneſs and: Reſpe&: 
to'them, which is due to the Members.of 
Chriſt, to the Children of the ſame Father, 
and-the Heirs of the ſame Promiles. 

The good Order and Government, and 
the wholſlom Laws and Conſtitutions of a 
Church, r:1uft not be preſently Sacrificed to 
the Scrupies of every. good, but: it may. be 
igno:ant and indiſcreet Chriſtian ; bur yet 
in -:r Treatment of. them, we muſt confi= 
der, whether we have not reaſon to think; 
that Chriſt will own them+- with all their 
Fant: : and if we'have' reaſon to: believe, 


that Chriſt will own. them,. wes ought allo 
te 
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to own them, and pay ſuch Kindpels | to 
them as is due to all ſincere Chriſtians, 
though under {ome Miſtakes. 

Now I am very confident, after all the 
Heats that have been between the Church 

England and Dillenters, neither of them 
will Damn each other upon account of ſuch 
Differences as are between them : no Church. 
of-England-man will ſay, That to Pray Ex- 
tempore, to Baptize without the Sign of the 
Croſs, to Officiate without a : Surplice, to 
Receive the Sacrament Sitting, are damning 
Sins ; and I believe there are very few, if 
any of our Diſſenters, that will ſay , That 
the contrary PraQtiſe is Damning 3; and then 
there may be good Chriſtians on both ſides; 
and thoſe who are ſo, ought to love one a- 
nother, as Members of the ſame Body of 
CHRIST, though divided in their ex- 
ternal Communion, by ſome unhappy Dit- 
ferences. 

Schiſm indeed we do ſay, is a damning 
Sin ; but there may be Diviſions where 
there is not always the guile and formality 
of Schiim ; and we hope this is the Caſe 
of all goog Men, who ſeparate from the 
Church 


ſome invincible. Rn 


——— & 


{ſe | 
us ws What great reaſon we have to 
| oye! one atiother," rotwithſtanding ſuch di- 


| | bz, viding” Diſpu res 3 but if” we would 'pradiſc 


mh 15 true. Etiiſtian* Charity, * we "muſt _ 
' Care, that theſe Differetices do not gro 


28 up: .into perſonal' Hatreds and Animoſiti you 


ne Opin : 6s and Praftices may differ, and 
e they by difprits fairly, they may be Friends 

0h 'but-when” Self-loye, Honour, Reputa- 

, and Intereſt, is chgiged i in the Quar- 

v4 "this makes the 'Enmity mortal; and they 


her. 


= 3% # Fs Ruin « one another, though they both 


This I am ſure is not the 


++ Zeal —_ debtids from above,. which: is 


pure and' peaceable, gentle and caſe co Oe 


| 
[ oi ered. 
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he Peace of the Church fi onifies its 
| Freſco from the Oppreſli on.and Per- 


{'\? | _ſecution of-its Enemies : | For.. the Church 


"never wants Enemies , though their Pows- 
_ er 'be not always equal; and this,. T pre- 
. fume, 1 riced” not perfiade you to Pra 
| for, or you are all ſentible what an id 
7” vantage 
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vantage this is. There is none of you 
would chooſe Racks and. Tortures, a Gib- 
bet or a Stake, theſe are greivous things 
to Fleſh and Bloud, the very thoughts of 
which make us tremble : though immortal 
Life, and the Joys and Pleaſures of GO D's 
Preſence, are an abundant Recompence for 
the loſs of this preſent Life, and all the 
Sufferings of this World ; yet it is a_ve- 
ry difficule Tryal, 'even to the beſt Men, 
who, when they ſee it a coming, cannot 
bur Pray with the importunity of an A- 
gony, as our SAVIOUR did, Lord, let 
this Cup paſs frem me. Though good Men 


prefer their future Hopes before all pre 


ſent Things, yet their .Life, their Eaſe, 
their Liberties, their Eſtates are valua- 
ble things too, and all Men would be glad 
to get to Heaven without meeting with 
ſuch a Storm by the way. 

Eſpecially if it be ſuch a Storm as threa- 
tens the very Ruin of the Church, and 
of the true Religion, co ſubvert the Faith 
of many profeſſed Chriſtians, to entail Tg- 
norance, Infidelity, or monſtrous Errours 

on. 
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on our Poſterity 3 in ſuch a caſe the love 
of "our Religion, of our Conntry , of our 
Poſterity” will Hake" us raiſe our Hearts 'and 
our Voices to Heaven, in our fervent and 
paſſionate' Prayers for the Peace of Feruſa- 
lem.” And if we 'do' heartily 4 for the 
Peace 0 f Feruſalem, nt. we ſhould not 
Sai our Religion to private Animo- 
ities: *'GOD forbid, were it in my pow- 
*er; and had 'I never ſo little kindnek for 
'Diſſenters,” that 'I ſhould ever embrace a- 
NY. Prapoſals which would Ruin all the Diſ- 
"ſenters in England, and the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion into [the bargain ; and I doubt they 
are' no Proteſtant ' Diſſenters who: would 


be contented'to Ruin the CHURCH of 
"ENGLAND, though they introduce 


 Popery, and ſet up the Church of Rome in 
its ſtead, | 

Thus I have "I you, whee that Peace 
is, which we muſt Pray for ; and I need 
rot add many words in the ſecond place, 
to ſhew you, how neceſſary Prayer is to 
obtain theſe Bleſſings ; for not to infiſt now 


on thoſe common Topicks, of the Necel- 
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F ity of Prayer., in ., general , "ANC ff Power 
and Efhaacy, to. o tain. _ Fowe met of 
G OD, - I ſhall deſire, you : 

that chis Peace. is ſuch a Bl As none þ he 
GOD can beſtow, and ther Dre we ought 
to pray for it. .;/.; | 

. 7. As fox Unity and Fence among . our 
ſelves,;, this: = Paul exprelly , PAYS for, 
15 Row., 5, 6,j New the, Ggd of patience and 
conſolation grant  yqu tg,be OY nies one. to- 
wards another, eerording 2 #0 brift Temes th that 
.ye may with, one mind and. one moyth 

fie. : God, even-the Father. ow Lond Se 
Chrif :, for it is God; that. maketh, Wen, to 
be of a mind. . Whoever Ri ders th E UN- 
ruly pafſions.of men, their, difference, capa- 
.cities and- underſtandings, and. different in- 
tereſts, will not wonder that the; beſt' Ar- 
guments, and- the mgſe obliging Arts, do 
not always preyail z, but God. can ſtill our 
-paſſions, - enlighten our minds, over-rule our 


antereſts,. remove _our prejudices, .and unite 
and reconcte. the moſt diſtant perſons, : : and 
-mot.-to take , notice; now. of that . power | he 


has over our Wills, and his immediate ap- 
plications 


64 
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hy tines offs this by-ſome exteinal gud 
viſtble Ptovidences. "The: Jail and: the 
Stake | prefently 'reconciled the Diflerences 
between. thoſe two excellent Biſhops and 
MartytsR1'P EBT and HOO PIER, . who 
before difpittel] fiercely rabour ſome; Cerc- 


_ Yhioles, as wehave done; and!l pray: Gold 


[tant 1s ſo math- Chriſtian: prudence, and 
temper, that: We may at Inced;fuck{ means 
[of reconcile us : wndiwe have great \eafan 
"to hope ' this, fire che ! Divine [Providence 
*ha#'in a” preat- meaſare: already removed the 
'bn-both:fides, 1and/ convinc'd ns, 

-that wwe are hot- at:fuch ca vdiftancerfroin 
each other /as>bur' Enemies: would havens, 
vandas it mayibe, -we thoupht :ouri ſelves: to 
"be. - Difſettrers 3 hope, are'«by this: time 
"very\well ſatisfied, "that the Church-.of Eng- 
"had has no" gndlination«co Popery,-\and we 
have reaſon to acknowledge, that the Body 
"'of - Diſſenitery- ( for ſome? privace- iIntriguers | 
on either fide'> do inovodeſerveourinatice, 


"of tobe thought 10n'&ther-:thde )-:have 


a1 not Tuck ar: irreconuiteable Harred- toilthe 
Church - 
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Church of England, asit6 ſacrifice her to: 'A 
Popiſh Intereſt; ''and this bids: fair. for, a 
good. Underſtanding between us , and | 
let us pray to God. to,continue_and perfe& 
It. F 21013 1 - 
2. As forithe Preſervation of \ the Church _ 
from the Oppreſlion 'and Perſecution of her 
Enemies, this 1s Gods, care. too, ;. and,many ' 
times. nothing but. an All-lecing , Vigilane, 
anc Omnipotent Providence;can ;{ecuce her. 
'Many times their Deſigns are; aid -deep-,aud 
low, fall of Intrigue - and Artifice.,,; un- 
known to. all. men but- themſelves ,; as.;ic 
,wis-in the Gunppwder:/Txeaſep,..when gur 
King, and Nobles,, and Senators, were, de- 
figned as: a rich Sacrifice to. a -furjous, and b- 
; Antichriſtian Zeal 3 but when, the. wicked 
: platieth againſt tbe. ins; and gnaſberh on him 
--with þzs teeth, the Lord ſhall. laugb, at, bim, 
for be ſeeth, that his day 7s coming, 3 7. Pal. 
12, 13- "| \ 
Il then Pray heartily to God, that be | 
would reconcile our Differences, and -Di- 
viſions, and reſtore Peace and .Unity to his 
Church, that he would. defend us from al 
the 
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the Plots and Machinations of our ar Enemies, 
that we being delivered from 'all. Perſetu- 
tions, may ever more give thanks unto him in 
his Holy Church , through Jeſus Chrifi onr 
Lord; to whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be Honour, Glory; and Power, | 
now-and for ever. Amen. 
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the Repreſenter and the Anſwerer. Quarto. 


A View of the whole Controverſie, between the Reproſinter and the 
Anſwerer ; with an Anſwer to the Repreſenter's laſt 'Reph.  4*, 


The Doctrine of the Trinity, and Tranſubſtantiation;compared 2s * 
Seripture, Reaſon, and Tradition ; in a new -Dialogue between a Prove- 


fant and a Pepift. In rwo Parts. 4*. 


A Difcourſe concerning the Nature of Idolatry : in which the bop 
of _Q:xford's true and only Notion of Idolatry is Conſidered 4 Cote 
xd. 4*. 


The Proteſt ant Reſolv'd: or, a Diſcourſe, ſhewing the Urreeſmebin of 
hx Turning Roman Catholick for Salvation. Secend Edi Edition. 


The Abſolure Impoſſibiliry of Tranſubſtanriarion RR 4®. 


«A Vindication of ſome Proteſtant Principles of Church-Unity and 
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of Rome. In Anſwer 'to a lafe Pamphler, , Am Agreement he- 
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certation of ſome of ber Sons with their Brethren the Diſſenters. 2d Edition. 

A Preſervative againſt Popery 3 being ſome Plain Directions ro Un- 
fearned Proteſtants, how to Soy: with ſs Priefts. The Firſt Parr, 
The Fifth Edirion. 


-The- T - hewing bow 
eontrary Popery is to the True Ends of = ited - 
for the Inftruction of Unlearned Proteftants.. The Second Edition. 

A Vindication of Boch Parts of the Preſervative againſt Popery : Tn 
Anſwer to the Cavils of Lews Sabran, Jeſuit, 74®. 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Narure, Uniry and Communion of the 
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